5 Exploring the arctic
Early explorer cards

SIR JOHN FRANKLIN

Born 1786

~ Franklin was a Royal Navy officer from Lincolnshire, England.

— In 1845, he commanded an expedition of 129 men aboard two ships (the HMS Erebus and
HMS Terror), charged with charting a Northwest Passage from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean.

— Although some details of his expedition are known due to subsequent rescue attempts,
much of the story remains vague, as he and his crew perished during the expedition.

— Historians think that he entered the Northwest Passage via Lancaster Sound, circled
Cornwallis Island in the Canadian Arctic and then spent the winter of
1845-46 on the corner of Devon Island.

* — When the thaw came in 1846, he is believed to have travelled south through Victoria Strait,
before his ships became trapped in the ice off the coast of King William Island.

— The sunken remains of one the ships, the HMS Erebus, was discovered submerged in
the Queen Maud Gulf off the coast of off the coast of the Adelaide Peninsula in Nunavut,

e Canada in 2014.

— Hot off the Press! In September 2016 it was announced that the long-lost ship of Arctic
explorer Sir John Franklin, HMS Terror, had been discovered in the northern Canadian
territory of Nunavut. The ship had been missing for almost 170 years and its loss was a
great maritime mystery.

— Historians think that the tinned provisions with which the expedition was supplied
were contaminated by lead solder, leading to lead poisoning among the crew and
hastening their demise from scurvy, starvation and cold.

ON THE MAP, LOCATE:

— The Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Oceans, between which Franklin was
trying to chart a navigable passage

— The Lancaster Sound (74°N 84°\W), the last place Franklin's ships were
seen by a passing whaling ship

— Cornwallis Island (75°N 95°W), round which Franklin was the first person to sail

— The southwest tip of Devon Island (75°N 91°W), where it is thought that
Franklin and his crew spent the winter of 1845-1846

— The Peel Sound (73°N 96°W), through which it is thought Franklin and his men sailed to try to escape the ice of the North
— The waters off King William Island (70°N 99°W) where HMS Erebus was found under the ice in 2014

— The ship was found 96 kilometers south of where historians thought it would be, a discovery that could have
implications for historians’ understanding of Franklin’s expedition.




