5 Exploring the arctic

Early explorer cards

ERIK THE RED

*’ Born ¢.950 AD

|

Erik the Red was a Viking from Norway, but grew up in Iceland.

— Charged with murder in Iceland, he was exiled from the island and travelled to
Greenland, a name he gave to the new land in order to attract more settlers.

— He was successful, and is recorded in history as the founder of the first Viking
settlement in Greenland.

— His son, Leif Erikson, grew up in Greenland and later successfully navigated the
ocean to establish a settlement named Vinland in 1000.

— Vinland did not survive and its location is uncertain (it is believed to have been in
Newfoundland, Canada). However, it was the first European settlement in North
America, founded hundreds of years prior to Christopher Columbus’s journey to

the continent.

ON THE MAP, LOCATE:

— The town of Stavanger, Norway (59°N 6°E), the probable birthplace of Erik
the Red

— The town of safjérdur, Iceland (66°N 23°W), a town near the location where
Erik the Red lived in Iceland

—+ The towns of Qagortoq (61°N 46°W) and Nuuk (64°N 51°W), Greenland,
where Erik the Red established the first European settlements there.

— A place now named L'Anse aux Meadows (52°N 55.5°W), Newfoundland and
Labrador, Canada, where archeological evidence suggests is the location of
Vinland, the settlement founded by Leif Erikson in North America.




